Beauly Homes Purchase of Land at Gallow’s Hill

Redgrave Parish Council was approached by Beauly Homes regarding its recent acquisition of the roughly 5-acre piece of land off Gallow’s Hill in Redgrave.  The company wanted to discuss options for the future of this land with the Parish Council as it felt that there was potential for small scale development on part of the land to meet the housing requirements locally and enable benefits for the Parish and village residents on the remainder of the land.  The company stated that it was fully aware of the history of the site and the submission made for 30 units back in 2017 which was refused in 2018 and again at appeal in 2019.

An initial meeting was  held with a director of Beauly Homes on site with high-level discussions about the company’s ideas for use of the land.  Subsequently, Beauly Homes sent through an initial outline scheme for discussion within the village.  The scheme (see diagram below) envisages:
· Eight Private Dwellings and Two Affordable Units (all bungalows)
· Village Hall
•	Play Area
•	Open Space	

The scheme shows potential use of the site as follows:
· Overall site area : 1.974ha [4.88 acres]
· Residential development area including infiltration basin & footpath/landscape buffer adjacent existing properties : 0.608 ha [ 1.50 acres]
· Adoptable standard access road area : 0.077ha [0.19 acres]
· Village Hall including parking + play area : 0.256ha [0.632 acres]
· Wildflower meadow & balance of site area : 1.033ha [2.55 acres]
The company notes that the above areas are all draft and subject to a formal survey and therefore are provided as a guide.

Beauly Homes states that land not required for the development of housing would be transferred to the council for £1 and would be delivered at the cost of the Parish.

The Parish Council has indicated that: 
· It would consider any proposal offered subject to full consultation with parishioners;
· The site is outside of the settlement boundary and would therefore require exceptional measures to gain planning approval;
· The access to the site would be a concern;
· Mid Suffolk Planning department has suggested there is no further requirement for housing beyond those allocated in the Neighbourhood Plan as it has its 5-year land bank;
· A previous application for development on the site in 2017 - 2019 had been refused primarily because of the heritage impact on the village;
· Any decisions/further discussions would need to wait until after the results of the ongoing Housing Needs Survey (the results of which are due January 2025) and after full discussion with parishioners.

This outline proposal was initially discussed (with good public attendance) at the Parish Council meeting on 7 Nov 24.  It was noted that full consultation with parishioners would take place before any final response is given by the Parish Council to Beauly Homes regarding its proposal.  
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